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STROUD: 

STROUD  NEWS,  Lid.,  General  Printer?,  George  Street. 


To  the  Nailsworth  Urban  District 
Council. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  regret  that  in  this,  my  sixth 
Annual  Report,  I  have  to  record  the  death 
of  my  predecessor.  Dr.  Partridge,  who  was 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  area  before 
it  was  made  a  separate  Urban  District. 

For  the  first  time  the  average  statistics  for 
a  decennium  are  available,  the  Nailsworth 
Urban  District  having  been  formed  a 
separate  Sanitary  Area  on  the  10th 
November,  1894. 

The  year  under  review  presents  no  special 
feature  of  interest,  though  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  low  death  rate  (10.5)  and  in¬ 
fantile  mortality  (52) :  the  birth  rate  which 
was  abnormally  high  in  1903  (27.0)  fell  to  19.0 
this  year. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of 
the  sewerage  of  the  Town,  which  is 
so  urgently  needed,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  work  will  be  well  advanced  by 
the  end  of  the  present  year 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

“  The  Chestnuts,” 

STROUD. 


iyth  January,  1907. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT, 
1906. 


GENERAL. 

The  general  character  of  the  District,  the 
chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
other  matters  will  be  found  in  my  previous 
reports,  and  the  admirable  survey  made  by 
Dr  Mivart  in  1900. 

HOUSING. 

While  no  special  action  has  been  taken 
in  this  matter,  attention  has  been  given  to 
existing  houses,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
Inspector’s  report  seven  houses  have  been 
improved  and  ten  cleansed  and  lime  washed. 
One  new  house  was  erected  during  1906:  the 
numbers  in  previous  years  were  4,  8,  4,  1, 
and  3  in  1901. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated 
during  the  year. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

I  stated  in  my  last  Annual  Report 
that  a  Local  Inquiry  had  been  held 
on  behalf  of  the  Local  Government 
Roard  on  the  application  of  the  Council 
to  borrow  £15,000  for  the  sewerage  of 
the  Town  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Dunkirk,  and  referred  to  t lie  probability  ot 
an  alternative  scheme — to  connect  the  main 
Nailsworth  sewer  with  the  sewer  of  t lie 
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Stroud  Rural  District  Council — being 
adopted,  thus  avoiding  separate  Disposal 
Works.  On  the  9th  November,  1900,  a  Local 
Inquiry  on  this  alternative  scheme  was  held 
by  Major  C-  E.  Norton,  R.E.  :  the  approval 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  this  scheme 
is  desired  by  t lie  Council  as  they  are  anxious 
to  carry  out  the  sewerage  so  as  to  abate  con¬ 
siderable  nuisance  which  cannot  otherwise  be 
removed. 

REFUSE  niSPOSAL. 

The  scavenging  of  the  District  is  done  by 
contract,  the  conditions  of  which  remain  as 
in  previous  years — that  is  to  remove  refuse 
on  two  days  a  week  within  the  special  area. 
Attention  has  been  drawn  during  the  year 
to  certain  cases  in  which  the  house  refuse  has 
not  been  carried  away  owing  to  the  occupiers 
delaying  to  put  it  out  early  enough  for  the 
scavenger:  the  result  is  that  unsightly  rub¬ 
bish  receptacles  are  left  about  late  into  the 
day. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  has  on  the  whole  been 
fairly  satisfactory  during  the  year,  but  for  a 
period  of  two  months  in  the  autumn  there 
was  considerable  shortage,  and  at  this  time 
complaints  as  to  the  Company’s  supply  were 
frequent.  This  temporary  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  water  was  felt  generally,  and 
was  due  to  what  has  been  described  as  a 
“semi-drought”  from  July  to  September, 
while  the  rainfall  for  the  year  was  about  2 
inches  below  the  average.  For  some  time 
the  Company’s  water  was  turned  on  “  inter- 
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mittently,”  but  on  13th  November  the 
Secretary  wrote  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Council 
that  “  we  have  to-day  turned  on  a  constant 
supply  to  Nailsworth  and  District,  and  we 
expect  we  are  now  in  a  position  to  continue 
a  constant  supply  through  any  dry  season  in 
future.”  Attention  has  been  drawn  in  pre¬ 
vious  reports  to  the  unsatisfactory  character 
of  the  supply  at  Walkley  Wood,  but  this  will 
be  remedied  during  1907  by  the  extension  of 
the  Cbmpany’s  mains  from  Forest  Green 
(which  already  reach  Newmarket)  to>  Short- 
wood  and  Walkley  Wood.  The  spring  at 
Millbottom  failed  early  in  the  summer  owing 
to  some  alterations  which  were  made  in  its 
course:  new  pipes  were  laid  and  an  ample 
quantity  of  water  is  now  available.  Since 
1901  nearly  100  houses  have  been  newly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  mains  of  the  Stroud  Water 
Company  (29  during  1900)  making  a  total  of 
330  or  42.1  per  cent,  of  total  houses  occupied 
and  unoccupied. 

DAIRIES,  COW  SHEDS,  ETC. 

Early  in  the  year  a  coiiy  of  the  leaflet  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on 
“  Cleanliness  in  the  Dairy  ”  was  presented 
to  the  Council:  on  their  instruction  copies 
were  sent  to  the  milk  sellers  in  the  District, 
and  at  the  same  time  their  attention  was 
called  to  the  valuable  leaflets  on  other  agri¬ 
cultural  matters  which  could  be  obtained  free 
of  cost  on  application  to  the  Board.  Inspec¬ 
tions  are  periodically  made  and  the  occupiers 
are  urged  to  use  every  care  in  the  protection 
of  the  milk, 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made 
in  one  of  the  nine  slaughter  houses  on 
changing  hands:  in  general,  however, 
sufficient  care  is  not  taken  to  keep  these 
places  clean  and  free  from  refuse.  I  have 
in  previous  reports  drawn  attention  to  the 
desirability  of  completely  separating  the 
fasting  lair  from  the  killing  place  for  the 
sake  of  humanity  and  cleanliness. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  Home  Office  issued  a  memorandum  in 
October  dealing  with  the  importance  of  the 
powers  of  District  Councils  under  the  Fac¬ 
tory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  and  desired 
that  it  should  be  more  efficiently  ad- 
ministed.  In  this  District  there  are  28 
workshops,  of  which  4  are  bakehouses:  these 
are  all  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  the 
attention  of  the  occupiers  is  called  to  minor 
matters  needing  alteration  or  improvement. 
One  list  of  outworkers  was  received  during 
the  year  with  11  names:  the  number  on  the 
list  received  during  1905  was  1.5. 

BYE-LAWS. 

The  adoption  of  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 
New  Buildings,  Nuisances,  and  Slaughter 
houses,  and  Regulations  with  respect  to 
Dairies,  etc.,  has  been  under  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Council  and  a  special  Committee 
on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  and  it 
is  probable  that  a  code  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  District  will  shortly  be  approved  by  the 
Council. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  was  13:  11  of  these 
were  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  in  5 
houses,  8  of  them  in  3  houses  in  January  and 
February.  The  remaining  2  were  cases  of 
erysipelas.  Eight  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital :  the 
disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  no  deaths 
occurred.  On  the  receipt  of  a  notification 
full  enquiries  are  made  at  the  houses  con¬ 
cerning  tile  case:  on  removal  to  Hospital  or 
at  the  termination  of  the  illness,  the  rooms 
occujried  by  the  patient  are  disinfected,  the 
bedding  and  other  articles  which  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  disinfected  by  fumigation 
being  taken  to  the  Hospital  for  disinfection 
by  steam. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  rates  for  1906  are  calculated  on  the 
basis  that  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  was  3,046,  and  it  is  possible  that 
v  hen — after  the  next  census — a  more  accur¬ 
ate  estimate  is  available — they  may  have  to 
be  slightly  corrected.  Meanwhile  it  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  the  decennial  birth  rate 
is  higher  and  the  infantile  mortality  lower 
than  in  either  of  the  two  other  constituent 
districts  in  the  Stroud  Union:  the  total 
death  rate  is  the  highest. 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  during  1906  were  58 
(the  same  as  in  1905),  the  annual  rate  per 
1,000 — 19.0 — being  the  lowest  on  record. 
One  of  the  58  was  an  illegitimate  birth:  the 
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average  percentage  of  illegitimate  on  total 
births  during  the  past  five  years  is  5.2,  which 
is  a  rather  high  figure. 

DEATH  RATES. 

The  general  death  rate  and  infantile 
mortality  for  1906  call  for  no  special  com¬ 
ment,  but  it  may  be  noted  that  there  were 
only  3  deaths  not  certified  by  medical  certi¬ 
ficate,  an  inquest  being  held  in  each  case 
with  the  following  verdicts: — 

in.  75.  Accidentally  fell  off  trolly  and 
injured  his  left  hand  and  head :  died 
from  exhaustion  due  to  bedsores  re¬ 
sulting  from  his  lying  in  bed  necessi¬ 
tated  by  the  accident, 
f.  35.  Died  from  effects  of  severe  burns: 
not  sufficient  evidence  to  show  how 
her  clothes  caught  fire.  Unsound 
mind. 

in.  10  months.  Accidentally  got  a  rivet 
into  his  trachea  and  died  the  same 
day  from  suffocation,  the  result  of 
an  accident. 

The  last  was  an  illegitimate  child. 


